DER 


WILD THINGS 
"ANTIQUES 


__ 7%, &WILDVINTAGE 
= у: COLLECTIVE 


BEAUTIFUL SUSTAINABLE 
LIVING BY OMFORME 


||| E 

FALL GARDENING: у 

DO'S AND DONTS 3 
| у | 


ч. 


^ 
\ Fol 
OA B ы, 


SEPTEMBER 22-OCTOBER 5, 2022 
MINNESOTA'S LGBTQ MAGAZINE 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


© ISSUU READ US ONLINE AND IN THE APP! 


Schneiderman's 


FURNITURE 


ба | | 
Wee W d. 


| ! м ч. Me 

EE Lex ығ tuis CAT 
Шым ЧТ. А Wo. We 
pU o amma co: Amm 


Lakeville Plymouth Roseville Woodbury Coon Rapids Duluth 
952.435.3399 763.551.3544 651.633.7042 651.730.0321 763.219.1356 2187252502 


schneidermans.com 


2022 Subaru Outback 
Go Where Love Takes You 


The 2022 Subaru Outback. The 2022 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG and the advanced safety of both standard EyeSight Driver Assist 
Technology and the available DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System. And it's engineered to last, with 9796 of Outback 
vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today, more than Honda, CR-V, Toyota RAV4, or Hyundai Santa Fe.* 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2021 as of December 2021. 


igo eme 


500 American Boulevard West, Bloomington 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


CONTENTS 


ISSUE713 September 22-October 5, 2022 


Fall Home à 
Garden Issue 


16 Wild Things Antiques and Wild Things 
Vintage Collective 


18 Fall Gardening: The Dos and Dont's 


22 Beautiful, Sustainable Living by 
Omforme Designs 


LAVENDER 


10: Photo courtesy of Bobby Blue, 26: Photo courtesy of Jeff Schloegel, 30: Photo by Randy Stern 


OUR LAVENDER OUR AFFAIRS 
8 From the Editor 28 Books 
9 A Word in Edgewise 
OUR HOMES 
OUR 30 Our Rides 
10 Bobby Blue 
12 Travel: Eau Claire OUR RESOURCES 
32 Community Connection 
OUR 33 The Network 
26 Senior Living 


WILD THINGS 
* ANTIQUES 
6 2% мр УЕ 


== SSS З LAVENDERMAGAZINE. COM 
ON THE COVER === = E E Exclusive online content available 


Wild Things aes owners Joshua Loo and David Wenzel oou ере COM 
or download our app to read our 


Digital Edition. 


STAY IN PROCTOR 


Free Shuttle Service to Bentleyville! 


~ Shi m 1 =! | | "| ШЕП EE SS 
N 7 Т Bi P | || a 
Т МР NE ДЇЇ ii || | | | | 6 " | CN 


\ сет NW 
ЇЇ (9; 
E dNovertiber 19—Decen nber 26 


Мовћегӣ images Photography 


А. 


Т.) AKA 


Best AMERICAS 
Americinn’ „оге п J BEST VALUE INN 


BY WYNDHAM 20. 
VisitProctor.com 


For the Entire MI 


Au Costun es 


651-748-1185 


Nu m 


www.costumes-plus.com ZE 
\ 


Tel. (651)-748-1185 Family SEE TEIE 1994 
2839 White Bear Ave. N Maplewood, MN 


jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 


P 


I fy aer | 


www.StyleByMax.com 


Locally sourced 
advocacy and advice from 


lawyers you know. 


Custody & Parenting Time • Child Support 
Dissolution - Spousal Maintenance 
Complex Valuation • Domestic Partnership 
Adoption • Third Party Custody • Appeals 


www.bestlaw.com 


BEST & FLANAGAN 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 


look at auto and home discounts 
from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4020 Minnehaha Ave, Ste. 1010, 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


P НИ 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
EEEIULEXIJG 


American Family Mutual Insurance Cornpany and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


Е QUAL HOUSING 
® INSURER 


All your protection under one roof® 


6 LAVENDER SEPTEMBER 22-OCTOBER 5, 2022 


LAVENDER 


Volume 28, Issue 713 September 22-October 5,2022 


EDITORIAL 

Managing Editor Randy Stern 612-461-8723 

Editorial Assistant Linda Raines 612-436-4660 

Editor Emeritus Ethan Boatner 

Editorial Associate George Holdgrafer 

Contributors Linden M. Bayliss, Lakey Bridge, Brett Burger, 
Analise Elle, Terrance Griep, Isaac Johnson, Steve Lenius, 
Elise Maren, Bailey Murphy, Holly Peterson, Linda Raines, 
Gabrielle Reeder, Christoopher Rios, Aurora Smith, 
Jamez L. Smith, Susan Swavely, Carla Waldemar, 

Mae Whitney 


ADVERTISING 

Vice President of Sales & Advertising 
Barry Leavitt 612-436-4690 

Account Executives 

Nathan Johnson 612-436-4695 

Richard Kranz 612-436-4675 
Advertising Associate George Holdgrafer 
Sales & Event Administration 

Linda Raines 612-436-4660 

National Sales Representatives 
Rivendell Media 212-242-6863 


CREATIVE 
Creative/Digital Director Mike Hnida 612-436-4679 
Photographer Sophia Hantzes 


ADMINISTRATION 


Publisher Lavender Media, Inc. 

President & CEO Stephen Rocheford 612-436-4665 
Chief Financial Officer Mary Lauer 612-436-4664 
Administrative Assistant Ohna Sullivan 612-436-4660 
Distribution Metro Periodical Partners 612-281-3249 
Founders George Holdgrafer, Stephen Rocheford 
Inspiration Steven W. Anderson (1954-1994), Timothy 
J. Lee (1968-2002), Russell Berg (1957-2005), Kathryn 
Rocheford (1914-2006), Jonathan Halverson (1974-2010), 
Adam Houghtaling (1984-2012), Walker Pearce (1946- 
2013), Tim Campbell (1939-2015), John Townsend (1959- 
2019) 


Letters are subject to editing for grammar, punctuation, space, and libel. 
They should be no more than 300 words. Letters must include name, 
address, and phone number. Unsigned letters will not be published. 
Priority will be given to letters that refer to material previously published 
in Lavender Magazine. Submit letters to Lavender Magazine, Letters 
to the Editor, 5100 Eden Ave, Suite 107, Edina, MN 55436 or e-mail 
editor@lavendermagazine.com. 


For our Privacy Policy, go to LavenderMagazine.com/resources/ 
privacy-policy 


LAVENDER MEDIA, INC. 

5100 Eden Ave, Suite 107, Edina, MN 55436 
612-436-4660 Office 

612-436-4660 Subscriptions/Distribution 
612-436-4660 Lavender Advertising 


j BIG 
LAVENDE R " N 
MAGAZINE.COM .COM Oei Vendar у 


Printer of Lavender 


Lavender 2016 
Magazine of the Year 


920-484-3348 


Entire contents copyright 2022. All rights reserved. Publication of the name 
or photograph of any person, organization, or business in this magazine does 
not reflect upon one's sexual orientation whatsoever. Lavender’ Magazine 
reserves the right to refuse any advertising. This issue of Lavender’ Magazine 
is available free of charge during the time period published on the cover. 
Pickup at one of our distribution sites is limited to one copy per person. 


& StateFarm 


Davina Baldwin A 
763.535.4788 | 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, ММ 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


MORE UM s 

PER HOUR 

THAN ANY 
OTHER 


STATION. 


1007 Fm + 104.5 ЕМ 


RADIOK 


770. 100:7:104.5-м 


ж = + Real College Radio « == x 


PA У 2 | ап 


2 ө 
| Perle & Co. g | 
Harvey S. Perle @ 
Licensed Agent 
Life, Health, 
& Medicare TT | Ye = N 
(651) 303-8889 MITT 
i о5.со 952-456-8 
Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government 2 J г L У UD / 


or the federal Medicare program. This is an advertisement. 


А 
Ор THRIVENT 


FINANCIAL" 


INSURE CAREFULLY. 
DREAM FEARLESSLY. 


Pamela M Petersen 
Pamela M Petersen Agency LLC 


Robh Clasen 


Financial coaching & 
guidance focused 
on individual and 
companies' goals 
and values. 


(651) 439-8442 Office 
(651) 336-4615 Cell 


RE/MAX £3 


© RESULTS e 
NoPlacelikeHome:nto 


aay rid 


Chris Goble, RSS 
612250658708 


NoPlacelikehome@Resultsinet 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/SUBSCRIBE 


OUR LAVENDER | FROM THE EDITOR 


The Challenge of Home 


We can't have a Fall Home and Garden is- 
sue without talking about home... 

Back in June, I moved into my new place 
in Saint Paul. It has been quite an experience 
so far. 

It is a two-story home built in 1911 with a 
basement for utilities — for now. It may have 
looked like an upscale home back in the day, 
since the stairway was split and to an easier 
angle for me to manage. The dark wood fin- 
ishes inside and the ornate oval window door 
up front just make this house simply elegant 
for its era. 

My space is quite large, including a walk-in 
closet and an office. Both have the challenge 
of the roof cutting into some headroom deep- 
er into each space. I keep the bedroom area 
open from each, as the closet and office have 
their own storage spaces. It is a nice space and 
worth what I pay monthly. 

My landlord has been working on renova- 
tions at the new place – both big and small. He 
dealt with a few issues regarding getting these 
renovations done - from rising estimates and 


BY RANDY STERN 


material costs to some other nagging issues. I 
will not get too deep into those issues at this 
time. 

One such addition to this home is a new 
parking pad off of the alley. It is a secure mea- 
sure from keeping vehicles off of the streets. 
When I first moved in, I had to park off of the 
alley onto the grass. The yard had seen better 
days, including ruts from tires cutting into the 
lawn. 

The pad took a few weeks to finish. That 
included an apron from the alley with an in- 
teresting rake up to what appears to be a con- 
crete slab raised above the yard level, based on 
city regulations. Just have to be careful when 
I bring home sports cars and sedans to work 
with. 

That's what makes issues, such as this Fall 
Home and Garden, resourceful when it comes 
to making your home truly a home - no matter 
if you own the property or rent it. 

Our cover story features the guys from 
Wild Things Antiques. They have an inventory 
of ...well...you name it! We feature them as a 


way to make your home your own - using your 
own style from their showrooms. 

Because of this time of year, we offer ideas 
to get your garden through the change of sea- 
sons. Since you are seeing a lot of electrified ve- 
hicles on the road, we talk about both at-home 
and public charging. 

There's so much to talk about in this issue, 
so I will let go through these pages. Maybe 
you'll inspiration for your own home. That's 
what we're hoping for. ll 
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OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


Anne Frank Speaks. Still. 


When I read recently that Anne Frank’s Diary: 
The Graphic Adaptation (2019) had been pulled 
from some Texas school libraries, I did just I 
would have done as a student: tracked down a 
copy and read it for myself. 

I had read a text edition of The Diary of Anne 
Frank years ago, the translation of the 1947 Dutch 
edition published by her father, Otto Frank, just 
over two years after his discovery that Anne and 
her sister Margot had perished, most likely in 
February, 1945, from typhus in Bergen-Belsen. 

Fleeing from Germany to Amsterdam, the 
Jewish Frank family, Otto, wife Edith, daughters 
Margot and Anne, together with four others, 
spent two years hiding upstairs in the "secret an- 
nex" above Otto's former business, maintaining 
absolute silence during working hours. Betrayed, 
they were arrested and interned in various Nazi 
concentration camps. 

After the Nazi arrests and theft of their valu- 
ables, Miep Gies, a friend/protector, entered 
their refuge and collected Anne's red- and white- 
checkered diary and other loose manuscript 
papers. Upon repatriation after Auschwitz, Gies 
presented the papers- unread-to Otto, declaring, 
"This is the legacy of your daughter, Anne." 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


At first unwilling to read them, Otto changed 
his mind, and was amazed, stating, "The Anne 
that appeared before me was very different 
from the daughter I had lost. I had no idea of the 
depths of her thoughts and feelings." He made 
the remainder of his life's work the Diary’s pub- 
lication and dissemination, now available in over 
70 languages. 

Anne had received her plaid diary on June 
12, 1943, her thirteenth birthday. She named it 
"Kitty" and immediately began to confide her 
thoughts to its pages. Surely, 21st century teens 
also wonder about their changing bodies, have 
same-sex/opposite-sex crush daydreams? Are 
they also not sometimes afraid, confused? Do 
they not sometimes harbor unkind thoughts 
about their parents? Anne wrote, processed re- 
viewed, rethought, matured. 

The Diary is suitable for at least fourteen- 
year-olds and up, while a variety of abridgements 
exist for younger readers. The beauty and value 
ofthe Graphic Adaptation lie in the fact that many 
teens and adults today respond to graphic pre- 
sentations. The created dialogues are faithful to 
Anne’s spirit, the art and coloring sublime, while 
sections of quoted texts are drawn from the 1986 


Definitive Edition, published under the aegis of 
the AFF (Anne Frank Fonds), holder of the copy- 
rights of the family archives. (Such a hue and cry 
was raised over one Texas ban that the Graphic 
Adaptation was returned to the library shelves.) 

Inevitably, deniers have claimed Anne’s Di- 
ary а forgery. Until his death in 1980, Otto Frank 
brought legal actions against them. The Anne 
Frank House and the Anne Frank Fonds continue 
this work today. In the 1980s the Netherlands 
Forensic Institute, at the request of the National 
Institute for War Documentation, produced more 
than 250 pages of handwriting and document 
analysis, summarized in the 1986 Definitive Edi- 
tion with, “The allegations that the Diary was the 
work of someone else (...) are thus conclusively 
refuted.” Similarly, the myth that Anne used a 
ballpoint pen (not yet available) was disproved 
by the Netherlands Forensic Institute, their tests 
proving Anne had used grey- blue fountain pen 
ink, thin red ink, with green, red, and black pen- 
cils for her annotations. 

On 29 March, 1944, Anne Frank wrote, “Imag- 
ine how interesting it would be if I published a 
novel about the Secret Annex.” In less than a year, 
Anne was dead, but her words live on. li 
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An anthem of self-love and acceptance, of 
capturing and taking control of your own desti- 
ny is Bobby Blue's unrecognizable reimagined 
cover of Madonna's classic song, “Don’t Tell 
Me." Bobby Blue is a Costa Rican American 
countertenor singer and songwriter who has 
learned a certain way of communicating as a 
performer. 

Blue grew up in a small town in Indiana. His 
mother and her four sisters moved to the area 
as the only Costa Ricans at the time. “Music 
was always playing," says Blue, “as a Latino 
there's alot of high energy in the family. When 
they found out I could sing and dance, they put 
me in the front and yelled ‘dance! dance! sing! 
sing!’, and that's how I started singing and it 
just went from there." 

As a countertenor, Blue can sing in the reg- 
ister of a woman and sound like the essences 
of that type of voice. From a young age his 
musicality impressed teachers with his original 
lyrics, and secured solos in choirs. He went on 
to find success in electronic and folk fusion mu- 
sic in the New York underground, playing with 
bands and independently at late night cabarets. 
After his first solo album came out, he began 
collaborating with DJs who remixed his songs 
that were followed by dance hit after dance 
hit. Blue says a breakup served as a wakeup 
call. “The fact is I’m not a dance artist, I’m a 
folk artist," says Blue, *I had to go back to the 
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Don't Tell Me: 
Bobby Blue 


roots and get into my mother's music and my 
father's music and really dive into working with 
that type of Western sound but psychedelic at 
the same time." The history of his sound pres- 
ents a message of "absolute togetherness," 
says Blue, “апа that is a thing to be celebrated. 
I think it would be nice to bring that back in 
today's world." 

Blue reflects on the current climate of mu- 
sic and the amplification platforms like apps 
and streaming services have done for certain 
songs. А prime example is Kate Bush's song, 
“Running Up That Hill," featured on the televi- 
sion show Stranger Things, Blue says, “а song 
can take 36 years to find a mass audience." 
Things are slowing down when it comes to 
releasing music, popular video apps show- 
case 15 second snippets of songs that become 
wildly popular. You can get several clips from 
one song and no longer need to release single 
after single to promote an album. Blue says, 
"It's really given me a chance to really focus on 
this song, the instrumentation, and doing it so 
beautifully. This song will never go out of style." 

Blue has released a music video to accom- 
pany the song that features footage from the 
1916 silent film Hell's Hinges. The film is about 
a "rootin-tootin' cowboy,” who lives his life 
in a very dangerous way, but then he meets 
someone who shows him the light that's inside 
of him. ^You can call it God, you can call it love, 


BY ISAAC JOHNSON 


Ое 
DON'T TELL ME 


you can call it whatever you want,” says Blue, 
“but once he realizes the light inside of him, 
he is so stunned about what he feels inside, he 
can’t believe it.” Blue felt so much when he saw 
that section of the film. Then the film shows 
you his old life and then the town burning 
down. “Which indicates he’s burning his old 
life down and he’s going in a new direction, he’s 
moving forward,” explains Blue, “whatever that 
forward is for him, for you, for me, for anybody 
that’s what the music video is about.” 

This theme fits the song so perfectly and 
the song’s message is nestled perfectly in a sec- 
tion of Blue’s show. His show aims to provide a 
romantic and cozy experience that mimics the 
feeling of, “being in a cantina on the ranch in 
Central America.” The set is an encompassing 
hug of music complete with his original songs, 
rockabilly, classic country, and Mexican ran- 
cheros and flamenco songs sung in Spanish. 
"It's just got that whole vintage old feel,” says 
Blue. 

“When I have something to say,” Blue ex- 
plains, his creative process initiates,” and takes 
me to the stage. When you have a microphone 
in your hand and you're on stage, you do have 
a kind of a responsibility to speak about just 
things. I make statements and so forth about 
unjust things so those things inspire me to be 
creative.” ll 
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h! Claire - 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR. 


Can't say I wasn’t warned. “Expect the unexpected," slogans tout, 
here in “the land of originality." That land isn't Oz, it’s Eau Claire. 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin (pop. 70,000, 95 miles east of the Twin Cities) 
is the second-fastest growing city (after Madison) in the state. Sure, its 
kids may go away to college, but after earning that diploma, they come 
hustling home—to paint a mural, launch a business, record a CD. 

Some folks put the blame on Justin Vernon of indie folk band Bon 
Iver. He was instrumental in dialing the town's temperature from “ау- 
erage’ to ‘sizzling’ by launching a handful of music festivals, still going 
strong. His buddies jumped in, too, turning dumpy real estate into envi- 
able boutique hotels (Hello, Lismore. Hiya, Oxbow). 

The energy spiraled with the 2018 debut of downtown’s riverside Pab- 
lo Center, housing art galleries, conventions and performance spaces 
that host national tours. А brand-new library, with outdoor patio seat- 
ing, debuts this month. And the entire city center is spiced with over 50 
outdoor sculptures (maps available), making it the largest sculpture tour 
in the nation. Plus, when you run into a brick wall, it's likely to sport a 
mural. 

“Alternative’ is positive," declared Greg Johnson, one of the visionary 
entrepreneurs who helped light the fuse. Greg launched Artisan Forge 
in a former trucking facility in order to pull lonely, fragmented artists 
together in collaborative studios. Today it's a petri dish of talent with 
classes in everything from pottery to glassblowing. The complex also 
includes a sales gallery, performance space and a coffeehouse. 

Back in the day, the town sprung up at the meeting point of two riv- 
ers—the Eau Claire and the Chippewa. Today bridges, banded in multi- 
colored neon that shimmers all night—unite the downtown and the 
woodsy environs that foster skeins of hiking/biking paths. You'll find 
maps and cycling gear at Shift, a destination bike shop cum coffeehouse 
downtown. 

Barstow Street, its main drag, is home to fellow indie enterprises that 
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run the gamut from Seven Suns Vintage (leather motorcycle jackets, 
walls of cowboy hats and boots) to Mabel's, housing quirky collectibles 
ranging from vintage Chinese birdcages to a lifesize Barbie mask (hey, 
only 40-some shopping days to Halloween). 

Tangled Up in Hue spotlights contempo locally made jewelry, framed 
art, dinner bells and bamboo socks. Revival Records buys (and resells) 
over 100 vintage vinyl LPs a week—turntables, too. Silver Feather hosts 
Native art and artifacts, from turquoise to sacred sage. Nearby, Micon 
Cinema invites movie fans to BYOB—and food, too. 

The very best shop (trust me) for souvenirs and gifts that speak Wis- 
consin is The Local Store. Here you'll find Eau Claire maps embedded on 
socks, a Wisconsin-shaped cribbage board; bars of Leinie soap and Ope! 
soaps in scents like Geez Louise and Cripes. Also, serious camping wear, 
wooly blankets and books by local authors. 


Continue on page 14 
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Oh, speaking of All Things Wisconsin: beer! Craft breweries like 
Brewing Projekt, parked aside a riverside trail, is home to autumn's 
Clearwater Jazz and Art Festival: two stages, 15 art vendors, food trucks 
galore and—duh—tasty vanguard beer. Another brewery called Lazy 
Monk favors traditional-style lagers in a German-style setting. 

Classy cocktails are not hard to come by, either. Head to Dive, the 
second-story openair bar in the Hotel Lismore: a swish rehab of what 
once served as the swimming pool of the original ‘70s hotel. 

The Lismore’s streetside restaurant, The Informalist, proved it 
knows how to turn Powers whiskey, sugar syrup and orange bitters into 
a magical drink called Seamus. I sipped it at dusk while watching the 


fairy lights begin to sparkle all up and down the avenue. This is also the 
place to seek singular pizzas, as well as a splendid Caesar and apps, like 
my starter of cherry tomatoes, grilled peaches and whipped feta, ready 
to spoon atop artisan bread. 

Burgers and beer: That’s the guest-tested combo at The District, 
where variations of beef-in-a- bun toppings run the gamut from mac & 
cheese to guac. Diners who consider frying the ultimate in gastronomic 
heaven may order the kitchen’s fried corn on the cob or fried pretzel 
sticks. Servings come with a side of good cheer from the collegiate 
waitstaff, who steered me with insider tips on the best shopping streets 
nearby. 

The Lakely, within the Oxbow Hotel, celebrates Midwest comfort 
food in plates like walleye/wild rice cakes with sweet corn puree; a wild 
rice/bacon-pumped meatloaf; and sampler of local sausages with kraut 
and mustard. After feasting, meander over to the adjoining jazz club for 
cocktails and tunes. 

For dessert, the password is Olson’s, a shop scooping too-many-to- 
count flavors of homemade ice cream since 1944. I grabbed a cone of 
mocha mud pie and headed around the corner to the riverfront to watch 
those neon-garbed bridges undulate in changing colors. 

That’s where I met Carolyn, a local who saw me sitting solo and 
waved me over to join her group: “Everyone needs company on a Satur- 
day night!” And that’s the secret sauce that makes Eau Claire a tourist 
magnet: extra-friendly people. You'll find more of them at Scooter’s, the 
town’s primo gay bar, pouring drinks till 2 A.M. 

To plan your getaway, click on www.visiteauclaire.com and top up the 
gas tank for the quick jaunt. Or, starting December 23, hop aboard Sun 
Country ($24) for its 45-minute flight. Ё 
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WILD THINGS 


BRINGS VINTAGE DECOR Т0 NEW HOMES 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


The name came from the obvious place, from the classic 
kid’s story about the wild wolf boy in the wild wolf suit who 
sails night and day and makes himself the untamed king of 
the untamed things with the terrible roars, teeth, eyes, and 
claws. Notes Joshua Larson, “My favorite line in the book is 
“...апа the walls became the world all around.’ In my inter- 
pretation, from when I was young reading the book and as an 
adult now, your world is filled almost exclusively with what 
you put around you.” 


Thusly was christened the store Larson co-owns, Wild Things An- 
tiques. He supposes, “You can decorate your life with exciting people 
or a fabulous job, just as you can decorate your home-and walls-with 
fabulous art, found items, décor or what-have-you." 

Adds Wild Thing Antique's other principal, David Wenzel, “We both 
love wild and funky vintage items and would display things together that 
sometimes people might not ever consider. So, our style is a bit wilder 
and funkier than most." 

Each entrepreneur brings a task-force-esque specialty to their shared 
enterprise. ^I am the one that likes to keep things," says Joshua Larson. 
"Some call it hoarding, I call it collecting, obsessively. I like modern, 
funky, odd, eclectic, and weird." 

The other owner's role is complementary, if not always complimen- 
tary. “I am the keen eye, with more retained knowledge in the back of 
my brain than anyone should ever have," David Wenzel reports. “Т can 
recover knowledge about old things that I didn't even know I had. I am 
the more reasonable of the two as I like to sell, except for Blenko Glass- 
give me all the Blenko Glass." 


орин SIN ла Sojoud 
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Ganra, 


The passion the two men share isn't just professional—it's also personal...really, really per- 
sonal, and has been from the beginning of their multi-faceted relationship. “When I met David, on 
his first trek to my house he started to flip items over to look at the maker," Larson remembers, 
recounting his initial exposure to Wenzel's keen eye in action. "I was originally kind of taken aback 
until he told me the value of some ofthe items I was using for change jars and soap holders, most 
of which I thrifted." 

The two parallel passions progressed. “We would go on dates to thrift stores and antique malls 
and at one point we realized we were beyond ‘collecting,” Larson continues. “Our styles vibe and 
the opportunity presented itself and the rest is history." 

That style vibe is itself vintage: Wenzel’s family owned an antique shop near Cincinnati, Ohio, 
one where the future Wild Thing worked as a teen. Wenzel acknowledges, “Гуе always loved his- 
tory and cool old stuff, so being able to find and share cool old things with cool people is a big part 
of what keeps us so passionate about the business." 

The business eventually became their business once Larson and Wenzel decided to pool their 
individual talents and common interest. That shared adventure transitioned from a Queen City 
booth to a Queen City store to an Uptown Minneapolis establishment. Joshua Larson recalls, ^We 


had a solid foundation when we started, and 
we made a pact that if we were no longer hav- 
ing fun with our business ventures, then that 
would be the end of it. This still rings true." 

The heaviest, headiest venture was still in 
front of the intrepid pair. “Our most important 
move was when we purchased our mid-century 
house in Fridley,” Wenzel asserts. “We decided 
to move into a warehouse close to home. We've 
been selling from there for a few years now." 

'This new space provided a new opportunity. 
"Our most recent [professional] move was into 
a huge space in the same building complex 
as our warehouse," says Wenzel. "We have 
organically expanded from a two-person vin- 
tage shop to a two-person vintage shop with an 
adjacent antique mall with thirty-seven dealer 
spaces called the Wild Vintage Collective. Our 
dealer family provides a space for an eclectic 
mix of humans to show off their passion for 
vintage resale." 

The key to survival in such a space is keep- 
ing up with what's new in what's old. *One of 
the biggest trends we've seen in the past few 
years is a huge uptick in all generations collect- 
ing vintage Halloween and Christmas," Wenzel 
states. "We've seen the younger generation 
really start getting into vintage Christmas and 
vintage Halloween, a lot of this is driven by pop 
culture and certain television shows." Larson 
adds, "The industry has trends and cycles. 
The interesting thing is that these trends and 
cycles are fairly difficult to predict. That's why 
our motto for evolution is just to continue to 
buy and resell things we like." 

One trend is unlikely to evolve, though. As 
did the wild wolf suit to the wild wolf boy, Wild 
Things Antiques has brought each of its co- 
owners to ^where someone loved him best of 
all." Declares David Wenzel, “What is the most 
fun part of doing our business together is the 
treasure hunting together. Being able to spend 
time with each other while finding items for 
the shop is a blast. We both enjoy seeing the 
excitement in each other's eyes when we find 
really cool stuff." E 


Wild Things Antiques and Wild Vintage 
Collective 

7272 Commerce Circle East, Fridley 
www.wildthingsarehere.com 
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FALL GARDENING 


THE DOS 
AND DON TS 


BY LINDEN M. BAYLISS 


Yes indeed, the joy of gardening continues far beyond the 
bounds of Labor Day. While the time for planting vegetables 
and other harvestables has mostly passed, other plants can 
still thrive in the cooler months. We talked to the experts at 
Bachman's, one of Minnesota's most trusted garden centers, 
for their tips and tricks for spicing up your life with beautiful 
foliage this autumn season and into next year. 


DO: Plant perennials, shrubs, trees, and colorful annuals 

"You can still plant perennials, I think that's the question everybody 
has," says Lesli Rauch, Bachman's' vice president of visual merchandis- 
ing. Echinacea and Rudbeckia are some fall perennials they recommend, 
but there are many options that will do well and overwinter, provided they 
are given the proper care, of course. Heather Johnson, Bachman's' com- 
pany horticulturalist, recommends Celosia, ornamental kale, and colorful 
mums for your fall annuals to add some quick color to your porch or yard. 
We definitely saw lots of ornamental kale gracing the stage in Bachman's' 
many lovely fall container arrangements. Grasses, evergreens, and even 
fruit trees like cherry and apple can also be planted during this time of year 
with great success. 

DON'T: Stop watering too early 

“Watering is the key. That is the key to the success of planting in the fall 
and having it survive over the winter,” says Rauch. “Even though the tops 
may die back, the root system will continue to grow until it freezes," Rauch 
says this means continuing your watering regimen up until the end of No- 
vember and into December, much later than most people realize. Adding 
some mulch is never a bad idea either, and can help protect the root system 
from harsh winters. 
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DO: Mow your leaves in with your grass! 
If having a pristine, leaf-free lawn isn't a priority for you, leaving leaf 
debris on the ground and mowing it in with your grass can be a very ben- 


eficial choice to give you a leg up next season. “You can use that as mulch 
or compost on top of your soil, that makes really good insulation – and it's 
free," Johnson explains. It's also good for carbon recycling — decomposers 
will break down the leaves, releasing carbon into the soil and providing nu- 
trients for your plants or grass. Less yard “waste” ending up in the landfill, 
and healthier grass and plants, it's a win-win. 

DON’T: Leave dead or diseased plants laying around 

“Diseases can overwinter,” says Johnson, “It is important to make sure 
you're not composting that material and just throwing it away instead.” If 
you want to spruce up the inside of your home with an “outside-in” look, 
you can re-purpose some dead or pruned leaves and other plant parts to 
use as décor. She also mentions that brush piles and standing wood piles 
can be havens for a lot of pests, so try not to have too many of those around, 
especially too close to plants. 

DO: Spice up your porch or balcony with containers! 

When thinking about what to plant in those cute autumn baskets you 
just bought, Bachman’s suggests the tried and true “thrill, fill and spill” 


Continue on page 20 
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method. This philosophy basically says this: pick something tall and eye- 
catching for the center (think dried fall grasses or Celosia), something 
bushier to fill in the gaps (perhaps that ornamental kale mentioned ear- 
lier), and something that will cascade over the side of the container for the 
"spill," (creeping jenny and petunias are some good options). To keep con- 
tainer gardening simple, “try to keep the maintenance and watering level of 
all the plants similar," suggests Johnson. It is important to do your research 
and think ahead so that you aren't having to care for different parts of the 
container in wildly varying ways and to ensure that whatever location the 
container is in is going to provide adequate sunlight for all. 

DON’T: Forget to help out your pollinators 

“Pollinators are essentially what keep a lot of our flora alive,” Johnson 
reminds us. They not only help our beautiful landscapes thrive, but keep 
our food systems going too (every fruit starts with a flower!). To help your 
birds, butterflies, bees and, yes, wasps, do their jobs, we can do things like 
continue to provide flowering plants for them throughout the fall, and mini- 
mize the use of harsh chemicals. Johnson also recommends setting aside a 
portion of your lawn grass that you don’t use as frequently to turn into a pol- 
linator area. “One thing that a lot of people don’t realize is that if you were 
to let your lawn grasses grow, they would flower,” she says. Letting even 
a little bit of that grass grow tall is a great way to keep pollinators happy. 

If you are still finding yourself stumped on how to plant or care for your 
fall garden, wondering about planting dates or even have lawn care ques- 
tions, never fear, Bachman’s has a plethora of resources on their website 
and YouTube channel just for you. Johnson highly recommends checking 
out the University of Minnesota’s website for more in-depth research as 
well if you have some nitty-gritty questions that remain unanswered. 

Oh, and don’t forget to come and check out Bachman’s’ fall “ideas 
house” at the Minneapolis location on Lyndale Ave, open through October 
2nd, to get some autumn décor inspiration. A percentage of all ticket sales 
will go to Second Harvest Heartland. 

Happy gardening! ll 


Bachman's 
www.bachmans.com 
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OMFORME DE 


BY SUSAN SWAVI a 


Creating a space that you love while furnishing your 
home can be a huge undertaking. There's so much to con- 
sider: comfort, cost, aesthetic, and, to the environmentally 
conscious folks dedicated to saving our planet, sustainability. 


If this sounds like you, look no further than Omforme Designs, a lo- 
cally owned Minneapolis interior design firm. Omforme Designs has been 
around for about a decade under the vision and leadership of Owner and 
Senior Designer, Carter Averbeck. Averbeck takes pride in his company, 
defining it with the succinct tagline: *Purveyors of a Bold Existence." 

What is a bold existence? Omforme creates unique, personalized in- 
terior designs with fully sustainable and locally sourced materials. Aver- 
beck explains, ^We utilize local artisans and craftspeople to keep the local 
economy healthy and support other small businesses in the process. We 
practice getting down to “Zero Waste” in our design ethos. For instance, 
when a chair gets reupholstered, the excess fabric is turned into luxe pil- 
lows and sold through local retail. Scraps from the pillows are then given to 
another artisan to make these exquisite couture sewn plush animals, again 


22 LAVENDER SEPTEMBER 22-OCTOBER 5, 2022 


for sale through local retail. By the end, we've used 100% of the materials 
with nothing going into a landfill.” Omforme takes care of customers, the 
local economy, and the earth, all at the same time with this model. And to 
top it all off, Omforme Designs can get as specific as you want. Averbeck 
continues, “One of the best aspects of our design services is that the client 
truly gets to customize each item we use on their project. This could be 
interesting upholstery treatments, specialty paint and stain finishes for case 
goods, the imagination is limitless and our clients love that. That kind of 
broad flexibility doesn’t happen at big box stores.” Omforme creates furni- 
ture as characteristic and distinctive as you are, making it possible for your 
home to be truly yours. 

In a world with an increasing number of consumers who want to make 
sure they are shopping ethically and not harming the earth or laborers with 
their consumption, Omforme provides the perfect place to shop. Averbeck 
explains, “Most clients who come to us have already done their research 
on us and our mission, hence why they come. For newcomers, what most 
see and marvel at, is how “new” a revived item can be... Many of our cli- 
ents have the same mission towards globally reducing our environmental 
impact through the thoughtful use of alternatives to fast furniture and 


Continue on page 24 
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mass-produced objects. The majority are Millen- 
nials and Gen Zs, but Gen X is also within the 
mix. These types search for truly unique items 
that express their singularity and have a posi- 
tive impact on the environment. They are well 
educated in older quality vs fast furniture and 
the impact of each on the planet.” The wonder- 
ful thing about Omforme is that you don’t have 
to sacrifice quality for sustainability, and unlike 
some brands, you also don’t have to worry about 
overpaying. Omforme makes sure sustainability 
is accessible and beautiful, and the clients never 
feel that their goodhearted intentions of shop- 
ping locally and environmentally consciously 
are taken advantage of by a large corporation 
to make a quick buck. Omforme is dedicated to 
customer satisfaction, so much so that Averbeck 
says, “Since we are a service-oriented business, 
we do take all measures to make amends when a 
client is not satisfied with an item.” 

Averbeck didn’t come up with this idea for 
sustainable furnishings overnight. He says that 
remaking used furniture into something that 
looks brand-new has been a family tradition 
since he was little: “Growing up, my family used 
to go to auctions to buy used furniture. Then 
we'd fix it up and put it in our home. It was a 
way to get the “luxury look” without spending 
outside our means. Lots of research care and in- 


m 


| 


genuity went into those pieces to get the right 
look." He expands on the past by adding, "Today, 
Tve taken that philosophy and expanded it as of- 
ferings to the public through interior design ser- 
vices. Our approach is to find quality furnishings 
and excess luxury building materials and store it 
at our warehouse." 

'To check out all the excitement for yourself, 
visit Omforme's showroom in Minneapolis. You 
can peruse what they have to offer and talk 
about all of the customization options, or discuss 
updating your own furnishings. 

Even after 10 years, Averbeck is still look- 
ing to the future to see the best ways to improve 
his business model: “I hope to keep growing 
this business into a haven for those who seek 
unusual and artful design not found anywhere 
else locally. To also keep innovating the process 
of design so that we continue to strive for zero 
waste and still produce exceptional design ideals 
in the process." 

If you're looking for sustainable way to spice 
up your home, check out Omforme Designs. Ш 
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www.OmformeDesign.com 
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Rethinking 
Retirement 
Through Re- 
Entering The 
Workforce 


BY ELISE MARIN 


Similar to an increasing number of Ameri- 
cans, local community member Jeff Schloegel 
emerged from retirement to reenter the work- 
force. Jeff retired in June 2017 from FedEx 
sales support around age 65, then found a new 
job at Washburn-McReavy Funeral Homes two 
years later. He had to go back to work after go- 
ing through HSI savings on his beloved hob- 
bies. 

He first learned about the role when some 
friends moved from South Dakota to Minne- 
apolis and one of them got a job at Washburn- 
McReavy. Since these friends were brand new 
to the Twin Cities, Schloegel and his husband 
Gale Dekker took them under their wing to 
show them around as they became acclimated 
to work and life. Jeff originally declined the 
idea of the job as he was not interested in the 
idea of working at a funeral home. 

Since he was often home alone all day while 
his husband and most of his friends were still 
working full time, Schloegel began to ques- 
tion, “What am I doing with my life other than 
vacuuming the house for about the 10th time?" 
The biggest trigger to find something to keep 
himself busy was the big snowstorm in April 
2018 when he found himself “vacuuming for 
the millionth time.” It was then he decided that 
he needed to find something to keep himself 
occupied, with an idea of part time work. 

Schloegel is a dynamo, full of energy at age 
69 after working in the trucking industry for 
about 46 years, mostly for LTL freight compa- 


26 LAVENDER SEPTEMBER 22-OCTOBER 5, 2022 


nies. “I was enjoying my retirement from the 
trucking industry immensely. I think what it 
reminded me a lot of was those first few days 
when you got out of school and looked forward 
to summer. I really enjoyed having the whole 
summer into the fall to leisurely get some re- 
tirement projects done that needed to get done 
in our home. I very much enjoyed my time 
away from the grind I had to put up with for 
those 46 some years.” 

In addition to keeping busy with home proj- 
ects, Schloegel is a board member of the Great 
Northern Region of the Lambda Car Club In- 
ternational. His classic cars can become a bit 
of an expense like children or pets. When he 
noticed that he was dipping into savings more 
than anticipated to work on his hobbies and 
finish home projects, he first thought about 
going back into the workforce. He noted that 
many of the warnings about retirement like the 
risk of savings not going as far as previously 
thought can easily become true even with dili- 
gent planning. When asked about his take on 
the challenge of ensuring other income, secur- 
ing pensions or other retirement funds, or mak- 
ing sure the house is paid for, Schloegel said 
that he and Dekker did some pre-retirement 
planning partly due to a 13 year age gap. They 
made certain that all debts were paid off. 

When Schloegel opened up to the idea of 
working for Washburn-McReavy, the funeral 
director said he was perfect for the job and ex- 
actly what they were looking for. He started in 
January 2019. Schloegel remarked that it was 
one of the best moves he made from retirement 
into a new chapter of life. He stated that his job 
is a very rewarding privilege to help families at 
a time of need and assist the funeral director 


during services. Schloegel describes himself 
as the kind of person who can’t just sit. Despite 
enjoying the retirement life of sitting back and 
putting your feet up on the couch to relax, he 
noted the benefits or even necessity of continu- 
ing to be active and feeling a sense of purpose. 
Although, a sense of purpose can also be found 
in taking care of cars, family, children, or pets. 

Schloegel loves how his job keeps his mind 
occupied and he finds a health benefit to be- 
ing out with people every day, even with the 
fact that he gets up at 5:30 each morning for 
work. He appreciated interacting with people of 
all ages at his job, particularly the significant 
amount of young gay funeral directors there. 
Schloegel emphasized the importance of mak- 
ing connections with people of all ages to learn 
from each other and get their perspectives on 
life. From a practical perspective, he finds that 
being in contact with younger people teaches 
him about computers, tools like Excel, and 
newer forms of communication. He finds it 
“easier to stay in touch with what is going on in 
the world and keep one’s youth going." ll 
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based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker 

Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 

organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 

self direction, enjoys working with new people 
and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 
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Adventures in the 

Dark Heart of the City 


Edward Chisholm 


Evening Crowd 


at 


Amne Frank's Diary 


A Waiter in Paris: Adventures in the Dark Heart of 
the City 
Edward Chisholm 
Pegasus Books 
$28.95 

After graduating from London's School of Oriental and African 
Studies, Chisholm moved to Paris, living cheap à la Orwell's Down 
and Out in Paris and London, before a writing career. Initially a job 
as a runner at an outwardly tony bistro. Not a job, the promise of a 
job, as illusory as the promised paycheck. More illusory is Chisholm's 
knowledge of the language: ——————?' “He points to dozen gray box- 
es of cutlery...” ---- cleaning. No soap—’ “I guess he wants the 
cutlery cleaned." French improves, but not the bistro's Augean con- 
ditions. His co-workers are a disparate crew with a sliding scales of 
scruples. Slowly Chisholm becomes a proficient runner, edges into 
proto-friendships, becoming, finally, an actual Waiter. Fascinating, 
keenly observed, best consumed postprandially. 


The Evening Crowd at Kirmser's A Gay Life in the 1940s 
Ricardo J. Brown 
University of Minnesota Press 
$16.95 

Not new, but timely. A specific place and time in gay Minnesota his- 
tory, and by extension of most of the country following WWII in 1945- 
46, Brown experienced the time, recorded at a distance for his 2001 
memoir. Kirmser's, 382 Wabasha Street, a straight workingman's bar 
by day, accepted a queer clientele by night. Young Brown joined the 
Navy, was dismissed at eighteen as "undesirable" after admitting to 
being "homosexual." Closeted at work, at home, to anyone unknown, 
Kirmser's was a haven to Brown and the men and women who slipped 
furtively inside for company. Brown, later a journalist has an eye for 
irony, for humor, for the tragedy of many of the lives he chronicles. 
After petitioning, Brown was granted honorable discharge-thirty-six 
years later. 


The Family Outing: A Memoir 
Jessi Hempel 
HarperOne 
$27.99 

All families have secrets, some more than others. And, appearanc- 
escan be deceiving. Jessi Hemple's family would have played outward- 
ly as solidly middle-class; Dad, a lawyer, Mom, a classic stay-at-home 
variety, parents of three lovely daughters. Well, two lovely daughters 
and... and here's where the tightly-knit unravels. Dad was gay; Mom, 
consumed by a teen encounter with a serial killer, shattered. One sis- 
ter-the author-lesbian, the other bi, brother Evan trans and pregnant. 
The book is Jessi's "Project. She interviewed them all over time and 
they worked to reconcile. Coming out was just the beginning. It's ex- 
hausting but true; journalist Hemple chronicled Evans story in a 2016 
TIME. Each discovered, as have many others, that to know another 
one has first to know oneself. 


Anne Frank's Diary: The Graphic Adaptation 
Adapted by Ari Folman Illustrations by David Polonsky 
Pantheon 
$25 

How to adapt the diary of Anne Frank, the teen known world-wide 
seventy-seven years after her death? How compress her iconic text? 
As adapter Folman noted, a “complete” version would require some 
3,500 pages. What Folman and Polonsky did create over five years 
is no less than magical. Chunks of text have remained whole where 
necessary, some of Anne's thoughts are rendered in imaginary flights, 
others compressed as in the three-panel strip of Anne envisioning her 
own unruly self, compared to "perfect" sister Margot-succinct; hilari- 
ous. Polonsky's illustrations perfectly convey Anne's sly, witty, some- 
times acerbic temperament, his coloring reflecting the times. Any 
directly quoted text used is from the definitive edition of the Diary. A 
book for readers of all ages to read and reread. li 


Make sure your business, organization or event is part of Sick of taking your dog's crap? 
LAVENDER'S 


PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota’s annual LGBTQ+ guide featuring 
LGBTQ-friendly Businesses, Organizations 
and Wedding Resources. 
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Call 612-436-4660 “ speak with a Sales Executive 390 | PETYARDOPETYARDPICKUP.COM 


and reserve your space today. 


SILENT 
AUCTION 


HOSTED BY LAVENDER 


Bid on over ТОО auction items, including... 
The Paisley Experience, Gift Cards to your 
favorite places, and much more! 


Auction Open Now 
Through October 6, 2022 


New Bid Items Added. Bid at 


МАСУ is a non-profit organization registered 
in the State of Minnesota (EIN. 41-1694717). 


Finding veteran Charitable contributions are tax deductible. 
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'The electrification of the automobile is now a major discussion point 
- moreso, as a debate of whether plug-in vehicles are viable and sustain- 
able at this point of time. 

The debate centers on how to ensure that plug-in vehicle owners can 
charge up anywhere outside their home. This is a point that will be chal- 
lenged when EVs and plug-in hybrids become more commonplace and 
these owners happen to be property renters instead of homeowners. 

The question of how can truly own an EV or plug-in hybrid relies on 
having an infrastructure that supports these vehicle owners. Not just 
at home, but adding public charging stations – in particular, DC Fast 
Charging stations — but ensuring their reliability and availability across 
the country. Especially here in Minnesota and the state line communi- 
ties. 

Let's start right at home. Home charging is perhaps your one solu- 
tion to keep your EV ready to drive with a. full battery. On average, it 
takes about 8-9 hours for an EV to get fully charged from a 220-240-volt 
hard-wired wall unit inside your garage or outside of your home. 

What do you need to know before you install a home charger? Ac- 
cording to Alisa Sobczak, Director of Clean Transportation - Residential 
Solutions at Xcel Energy “ГІП will really depend on the unique electrical 
setup and wiring in the customer's home. Our website (ev.xcelenergy. 
com) offers information and tools, like a Home Charging Advisor which 
helps estimate wiring costs associated with installing an electric vehicle 
charger, to help customers compare programs and select the best one 
for their needs. We work with local Minnesota electricians who are ex- 
perienced in EV charging installations and have a link to them on our 
website." 

Xcel Energy also offers a program that can help you get set up with 
at-home charging. “In Minnesota and Wisconsin,” Sobczak explains, 


ЗО LAVENDER SEPTEMBER 22-OCTOBER 5, 2022 


"the EV Accelerate At Home program provides a hassle-free experience 
for EV home charging. First, customers select a Level 2 charger from 
one of our two pre-qualified options, and then we work with a vetted and 
qualified contract electrician to install the charger. Through this service, 
Xcel Energy provides ongoing maintenance and a lifetime warranty for 
the charger for as long as the customer stays in the program. Customers 
pay a monthly fee of about $17 for the charger, installation and mainte- 
nance on their existing Xcel Energy electric bill with no upfront cost. 
Customers also save money with this charger by scheduling their EV 
for lower cost, off-peak charging. Charging in the evening also matches 
higher electricity production from our wind facilities. On most days, 
charging at night will reduce the emissions associated with powering an 
electric vehicle." 


Continue on page 34 
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SIMPLICITY DUE 


The 2023 Volkswagen Atlas—its sophisticated style and safety features make this a hot 
commodity. Not only does this vehicle have front and rear crumple zones to help absorb crash 
energy, but it also has an Intelligent Crash Response System (ICRS), an Automatic Post- 
Collision Braking System and six stability-enhancing systems. 


PLUS RIGHT NOW, WE'RE OFFERING 
$1,000 DEALER BONUS CASH' 


Now's a great time to trade in your current vehicle during our Trade in-Trade up 
event. Current vehicle owners will receive an additional $1,000 trade in cash, 
when you buy a new Volkswagen! And with truckloads of vehicles arriving daily, 
now's a great time to come and check them out. 


CHECK OUT THE 2023 VOLKSWAGEN ATLAS TODAY AT VOLKSWAGEN OF INVER GROVE. 


АЙТТА, 


VOLKSWAGEN 2 


INVER GROVE 


*$1,000 Trade-in cash is valid towards new Volkswagen purchases when you trade-in your current vehicle. Cannot be combined with other offers. Limitations apply. 
See dealer for details. Offer expires 9/30/22 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 

To reserve your listing in 

Community Connection, email 
advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.caliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health 
clinic and education center, now in 
Minneapolis. 

919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

612) 473-0800 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

5 М. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Bakken Museum 

Exhibits and programs to inspire а 
passion for innovation through science, 
technology, and the humanities. 

3537 Zenith Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 926-3878 

www.thebakken.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Мапзка, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 371-5656, (BOO) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 
info@ordway.orgwww.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 571-2444 
www:stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | 
welcome@chlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320 

Host Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.org 
Supported Decision-Making | 
888-806-6844 

Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


YOUTH 

Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11-24 with 
healthcare, mental health services 
& basic needs services for youth 
experiencing homelessness. 
1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 
admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


QUEERSPACE collective 

Creating space for LGBTQ+ to feel safe 
and empowered to be their true selves 
through mentorship. 

Minneapolis, MN 
info@queerspacecollective.org 
queerspacecollective.org 


THENETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


p а "= j 
(HAGENS 2222) 
Estimates 7am-4:30pm- All Insurance Accepted 


Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


TEAM 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities- 
based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker 

Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 

organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 

self direction, enjoys working with new people 
and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIVIOVALS 
D 


LICENSED AND INSURE! 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Light Tree Removal, Trimming 
and Stump Grinding 


715-716-6684 


FULLY INSURED 


Serving the North Metro, 
Duluth, and Surrounding Areas 


Call Today for a Free Quote 


А. www.triolandscaping.com 
Consultation | Design | Project Management 


GUN SHOPS 


(А ve i ie 7% ”/ 
Bill's Gun Shop & Range 
Celebrate (ridel 


Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter - Hudson - Fargo 


Gardening Angel 
Garden Design 
Design • Тозгаћ - Maintain 
Residential & Commercial 


612.206.7089 7%” 
{[gardevingangel6ra@ gmail.com) 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


Edina Realty. 


DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 
Brian Sajadi 
REALTOR“ 
952-529-1797 (cell) 
BrianSajadi@edinarealty.com [R (27 

www.edinarealty.com/brian-sajadi-realtor 


п ж. 


COLDWELL BANKER Live Well. Invest Wisely! 
nwalker@cbrealty.com , 
612.827.9537 


Pi 


TheNancyWalkerTeam.c on 


LAUNERT 


612-802-2527 * malindalaunert.com 


Serving the community for 25* years! 


Фран 


2022 МАСУ VIRTUAL 


SILENT 
AUCTION 


HOSTED BY LAVENDER 


Bid on over 1OO auction items, including... 
The Paisley Experience, Gift Cards to your favorite 
places, and much more! 


Auction Open Now 
Through October 6 


New Bid Items Added. Bid at 
32AUCTIONS.COM/MACV20O22 


CV МАСУ Ба non-profit organization registered 
in the State of Minnesota (EIN. 41-1694717). 
‘sees Charitable contributions are tax deductible. 
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This works if you own a home or a townhome with a garage. Home 
ownership gives you full control of your own personal EV charging infra- 
structure to ensure good care of your electrified vehicle. 

What if you do not own a home? What if you travel with your EV? 
Here lies the challenge of building a public charging infrastructure to 
meet the demand for electrified vehicles. 

Right now, Electrify America has three multi-charger stations in our 
region: Woodbury, Albert Lea, and Eau Claire. The Woodbury station 
has eight chargers with 16 plugs available. There is a plug available for 
vehicles using the CHAdeMO port - as seen on older Nissan Leaf mod- 
els and the Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV - rated at 50 kilowatts. The high- 
est rate of charging available is at 350 kilowatts. 

Itis worth noting that Electrify America announced that they will add 
another charging station at the IKEA in Bloomington by 2023. 

ChargePoint leads the region in the number of public Level 2 char- 
gers, which are helpful for plug-in hybrids. Yet, they charge at a much 
lower rate of around 6 kilowatts. However, Volkswagen of Inver Grove 
just opened up a new DC Fast Charging station at their dealership. The 
new station recharges at a rate of 62.5 kilowatts. The ChargePoint app 
also shows available DC Fast Charging through their network at Eich 
Volkswagen in St. Cloud, as well as in additional locations in Morehead, 
West Fargo, Sioux Falls, Mankato, and Northwood, Iowa. 

'The third public charging provider in our region is known as Green- 
Lots. This charging station provider has a tie-in with Shell to create a net- 
work of stations available through that brand. They have a few stations 
dotted within the Twin Cities and beyond at the present time, offering 
DC Fast Charging for all EVs, except for Tesla. 

HourCar also introduced an on-street charging program called the EV 
Spot Network. As a part of their Evie electric vehicle share driving pro- 
gram, the public can use an EV Spot charger if it is available. EV Sport 
chargers are currently available in sections of Minneapolis and Saint Paul. 

There are also a few DC Fast Charging stations dotted across Minne- 
sota. We found one in Fergus Falls, rated at 50 kilowatts. You may never 
know where to find one these days. 

Xcel Energy stated they will build “to build, own and operate 21 DC 
Fast Charging Stations in our service territory outside the metro area in 
Minnesota." According to Sobczak, “[w]e expect to build them between 
2022-2024. The Company will install these chargers at customer sites 
that are currently underserved for EV charging." 

Of course, there is Tesla. Their Supercharger network has the most 
charging ports in Minnesota. As long as you are connected through their 
network and have the appropriate adapter, non-Tesla owners can now ac- 
cess these Superchargers. And, vice versa at several networks, including 
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Electrify America. 

There are other public EV charging networks across the country. We 
know we might see them come to Minnesota eventually. For now, this is 
all we got. 

How has the public chargers been received by the public? According 
to Brent Wade, the General Manager at Volkswagen of Inver Grove, they 
had “95 sessions for the month [of July], meaning we've had 95 different 
people come and utilize that charger here at the dealership. And it's on 
24/1, so it's not just during dealership hours. So, it could be evenings, 
it could be Sundays, it could be whenever. But that's how many people 
month-to-date have utilized the charger." 

“Our goal in having a Level 3 charger," explained Wade, “was that we 
wanted to be a destination. We wanted to be a member in the community 
of having an available charge station, so that folks could come and actu- 
ally utilize. Because in this area right here, there are very few Level 3 
fast chargers." 
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Yet, when you survey where these Level 3 DC Fast Chargers are lo- 
cated, it becomes obvious that anyone who does not own a Tesla are 
being left out in some of our more common routes. For anyone who has 
a cabin north of Saint Cloud all the way to the Canadian border, the lack 
of non-Tesla DC Fast Chargers has been a concern among potential EV 
customers. 

No matter where you charge, are you ready to dive into an electrified 
vehicle future? As long as you have access to an EV charging infrastruc- 
ture - at home and away from it — you should be just fine for now. И 


| ___ AVENDEHS 


v / FIRST 
THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 


Join Lavender and our host partners, Ma'am and Quorum 


THURSDAY e 


October 6, 2022 - 5:30 — 8:00 PM 


Holman Field - STP Downtown Airport 
644 Bayfield St. - St. Paul 


PRESENTED BY: 


TRULY 


HARD SELTZER 
TWIN CITIES LGBTQ-- HAPPY HOUR 


COME AS YOU ARE - NO DRESS CODE 


Enjoy complimentary light appetizers, drink specials, and a chance to register to win great prizes! 
Register for FREE at LavenderMedia.eventbrite.com or just show up. 


{JENSEN} 


JENSEN | 
LOG CABIN 


* 
=> REPUBLICANS | 
ши» MINNESOTA | 


Scott Jensen with LCR of Minnesota, the state's largest LGBTQ Republican group. The organization has 
endorsed Scott Jensen, the first endorsement of a statewide candidate in the groups history. 


AS GOVERNOR OF MINNESOTA, 
SCOTT JENSEN WILL: 


Utilize the skills and talents of ALL Minnesotans in his administration 


Support Equality 


Stiffen penalties for repeat, violent offenders; enact restorative justice plans 
and appoint judges who are tough on crime 


Create policies to fight inflation and allow more money in your pocket 


PREPARED & PAID FOR BY DR. SCOTT JENSEN FOR GOVERNOR | P. 0. ВОХ 1348 | MINNETONKA, MN 55345 > DRSCOTTJENSEN.COM 


